
December, 2024  
Welcome to Advent

Today, we light the candle of hope
Today, we light the candle of peace
Today, we light the candle of joy
Today, we light the candle of love 
Tonight, we light the Christ candle 

They’re familiar words as we travel through Advent, week by week. It’s the time of expectation, 
waiting for the coming of Christ. God with us changed the story of humanity forever, but not always 
in the ways we wanted or might expect. 

Advent is a season of cosmic-sized prophecies about a coming Messiah - God’s word made flesh 
(John 1) - and human interactions as young parents try to take care of a baby while travelling (Luke 
2). It’s about power struggles and displaced people (Luke 2) and fear of change, and those who are 
the most vulnerable seeing the face of God and getting the good news first (Luke 2). It’s about 
upending everyone’s expectations of who God should be and how God should come and who God 
should come to. We have a lot to look at, and sing about, and explore. 

God comes. God is with us. Emmanuel. 



We spend the rest of our lives trying to figure that one out. If God is present and Jesus lives in our 
hearts, how can we be God’s presence in this world that Christ loves? 

During Advent, we see all kinds of ways that God lets us know how to be present. To be willing to 
take risks to show that everyone belongs in the love of God, to welcome those who are refugees, to 
feed the hungry, to let the most vulnerable know God is here, loves us, and shows us how to change 
society so that the angel’s words, Fear not, I bring you good news of great joy (Luke 2:10) stay 
true all year. 

Advent is a time to prepare ourselves to do all that we need to do both in our own hearts and in our 
community. As we travel together through these weeks of seeing God’s hope, peace, joy, and love, 
let’s take a good look at how we are living those gifts both at BEPC and out in the world. There are 
lots of examples of that in these pages—take a close look and join us. Whether you are celebrating 
Christ’s birth for the 98th time or for the first, or whether you are wondering if these events even 
happened at all, welcome. We journey together, and together we see God, as Father William 
O’Malley says in his book More Prayers for Busy People In all of God’s surprising disguises. It’s 
one of my favourite lines.

Looking forward to journeying with you in hope, peace, joy and love this Christmas. 
Blessings, 

Rev. Susan Kerr 

Two Advent treats

Advent marks the period of preparation as we wait with great anticipation for the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ. As Advent unfolds, we invite you to join us in celebration following the service on 
Dec. 8. A light lunch will be served at fellowship. If you can bring a dessert, please sign up during 
fellowship or let Ann David or me know. We look forward to sharing in the Season of Advent with you.  

Donna Beaudin





Financial update 

Envelope givings were super generous for six months but unexpectedly they’ve fallen again. This has 
placed BEPC in a less enviable position than when the Finance and Maintenance Committee 
reported to the congregation in April, when we were only $3,119 behind. We hoped we would 
continue to close the gap but givings are now $3,324 below the 2024 budget. We pray that the 
congregation is able to make a final generous push toward meeting our financial goals for 2024.

Ron Dekker, Treasurer 

From the Intergenerational Service - a few of the reasons why we love BEPC



This table of accessories is a clue to Christmas. What do these things mean? Come to the 
Dec. 22 Sunday morning worship to find out!

“Pro” golfers Stephen Shields and Ken Niepage of the mens group take advantage of a mini 
golf course created by the youth group in September



December Mission Month: Mitten Tree, White Gift Sunday and Christmas dinner campaign


